
“Almost, but Not Yet"
Mark 8:1-26

Jesus is the compassionate Savior who can overcome limitations to provide all you need 
(1-10).

As Jesus looked out over the mostly Gentile crowd in the region of Decapolis, he had 
compassion on them, knowing that they had been following Him for days and that many of the 
people were weak with hunger and would not be able to safely make the trip home without food. 
As He shared His heart with the disciples, His disciples should have remembered that not long 
ago there was a similar situation where Jesus took five loaves of bread and two fish and fed 
thousands of people. However, they didn’t remember. At least in that moment, their focus was 
on the physical limits of the situation and not on the unlimited power of God. In compassion, not 
only for the people but also for His disciples, Jesus repeated the feeding miracle that He had 
done earlier in chapter six. In His compassion, Jesus continued to help the disciples see the 
reality of who He was: Their Lord and their God. In His compassion, Jesus persisted in showing 
the disciples that He could overcome limitations to provide all that they needed. Jesus is the 
compassionate Savior who can overcome limitations to provide all you need! 
(1) It’s hard to believe that the disciples failed to remember what Jesus had done in the feeding 

of the 5,000, but in this situation, they did! Have you ever found yourself in a similar 
situation? Have you found yourself failing to remember and to trust in God’s provision as you 
follow Him and do His work? If so, take a minute to share and discuss.

(2) Last week, your group discussed ways to reach the people and places who need Jesus in 
our community. What are the “limitations” in your life and in the group that tend to hold you 
back from going to these people and places with Jesus? How can Jesus overcome these 
limitations?

(3) Jesus can provide all you need. Do you believe that? When was the last time you shared 
that with someone? Make the commitment to share your testimony this week about the 
sufficiency of Jesus in your life.

Jesus is the heartbroken King who desires faith and not force when it comes to 
relationship with Him (11-13).

After the second and final feeding miracle, Jesus left the area with His disciples. They 
crossed the lake to another location only to find a group of Pharisees who were ready to do 
battle with Jesus. While the popularity of Jesus was growing with the people and the personality 
of Jesus was becoming more clear to the disciples, the suspicion and jealousy of the Pharisees 
was continuing to increase as well. The Pharisees had heard and had seen enough: Jesus had 
healed the sick, raised the dead, cast out demons, calmed the seas, multiplied food for the 
hungry, and spoken the Word of God with power and authority. What more could Jesus have 
done to prove the reality of who He was? As the Pharisees demanded another sign so that they 
could know without a doubt who Jesus was, the heart of Jesus broke. Jesus grieved the 
hardness of the Pharisees’ hearts, but what Jesus would not do is force the Pharisees into a 
relationship with Him. Jesus demanded a relationship that’s based on faith. Jesus desired a 
relationship that’s based on desire for relationship, so Jesus refused to give the Pharisees 



another sign. With a heavy heart, Jesus then got into the boat with His disciples and left that 
area so that the Pharisees who rejected Him would not pull Him and His disciples away from His 
mission.
(1) What are the problems with wanting signs to replace faith in a relationship with Jesus?
(2) Why are or why aren’t signs ultimately insufficient?
(3) Would an undeniable, undebatable sign destroy the need for faith?
(4) How do you balance sharing Jesus with the lost and not being distracted from the work of 

Jesus by those who reject Jesus?

Jesus is the consistent Teacher who patiently keeps teaching until you understand 
(14-21).

Back in the boat with His disciples, Jesus continued to teach them about following Him. 
His warning in verse fifteen was spiritual: Don’t get caught up in the ritual religion of the 
Pharisees or in the superstitious religion of Herod. However, His disciples were focused on the 
physical rather than the spiritual as they discussed the fact that they didn’t have any bread. 
Rather than ignore His disciples’ dullness to remember and to understand, Jesus took the 
opportunity to continue to remind and to teach His disciples about all that He had done and all 
that they had witnessed. Rather than give up on His disciples when they really should have 
remembered and understood, Jesus continued to teach His disciples and challenge His 
disciples to understand. The questions of Jesus reminded His disciples that they needed ears 
and eyes that were focused on the spiritual reality of their earthly experiences. The questions of 
Jesus helped the disciples to connect their experiences with Him to His purpose in those 
experiences for them. From the mostly Jewish crowd that Jesus first fed to the mostly Gentile 
crowd that Jesus finally fed, the disciples were seeing that Jesus could use them, overcoming 
their limitations, to do the impossible work that Jesus called them to do. Rather than give up on 
His slow-learning disciples, Jesus kept teaching them until eventually they would understand.
(1) Do you ever find yourself focusing on the physical and not the spiritual in your life? Why?
(2) Read the rhetorical questions that Jesus asked His disciples in this passage. If you had 

been there, how would you have answered?
(3) Take time to share at least one way that Jesus is patiently teaching you in your life right now. 

Jesus is the persistent Healer who continues touching your life until His work in your life 
is complete (22-26).

The healing of the blind man is an unusual miracle for Jesus. It took two steps to 
completely restore the man’s sight. Jesus, just as He did with the deaf and speech impaired 
man, used His words and actions to communicate with the blind man as Jesus touched and 
healed Him physically. But unlike the deaf and speech impaired man in the first part of chapter 
eight, the blind man’s sight was only partially restored by the first touch of Jesus. From what we 
already know about Jesus, He didn’t have to touch the man’s eyes, and He could have easily 
healed the man without one touch. Why would Jesus only partially heal the man, revealing the 
need for His continued touch in the man’s life? Perhaps one reason was to communicate the 
fact that Jesus doesn’t give up on those who come to Him. As dull as the disciples were in 
learning all that Jesus was teaching them, Jesus wasn’t giving up on them. As many times as it 
took to touch their lives to accomplish His work in their lives, Jesus would persistent. Perhaps 
the main point of this miracle was a lesson for the disciples on the fact that Jesus was the 
persistent Healer who continues touching the lives of those who come to Him until His work in 
their lives was complete. 
(1) Have you experienced this progressive work of Jesus in your life? How?
(2) Do you know anyone who has been touched by Jesus and is beginning to see? Pray!


